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EDITORIAL 


§ ANNOUNCED in our July 
Bulletin, the Committee on Sub- 
scription Books has been enlarged and 
the names of the new members are 
printed above. —The Committee is thus 
enlarged in the hope of dividing work 
that has made too great inroads upon the 
leisure hours and peace of mind of the 
very busy librarians who have been doing 
it. This provides an opportunity to say, 
what many of our readers do not know, 
that the members of the Committee 
serve entirely without recompense other 


than the intangible reward of making a 
contribution to their profession, to schools 
and to the public. We should add, how- 
ever, that unexpected reward has come 
to us in the form of graciously expressed 
gratitude from our fellow-workers and 
of friendly aid from publishers. 

We are glad to welcome new mem- 
bers to our Committee. They will bring 
us new points of view and widely varied 
experience. They represent new geo- 
graphical areas and additional profes- 
sional specialties. We now have repre- 
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sentatives in New England, in the South, 
in the Great Lakes Region and the Middle 
West, in the Rocky Mountains, and in 
the Southwest, as well as in the North- 
west and in Canada. Our readers may 
be interested to know, also, what phases 
of library work we represent. We have 
on our Committee, librarians and assis- 
tant librarians; supervisors of children’s, 
school, reference, order, technical, and 
rare book departments; and teachers of 
book selection, cataloging, classification, 
order work, reference work, and trade 
bibliography. Some of us are connected 
with universities and library schools, 
more of us with public libraries. In our 


collective past lies all the varied expe- 
rience that makes up the accumulating 
annals of years in library work. 

We have had advice and many reviews 
from other librarians not on our Com- 
mittee, from school librarians, from li- 
brarians in very small towns, and from 
the Business Libraries Section. To all 
of them we are in debt for opinion and 
information that have been of great 
value. As we close the second volume 
of the Subscription Books Bulletin, and 
look forward to another year, we believe 
that, with the continuance of such help, 
we may function with increasing use- 
fulness. 


New Atlases 


The publication of 1930 census fig- 
ures has brought out a sheaf of new 


atlases or revisions of old ones, so that it 
seems worth while to add a supplement 
to the list of atlases already reported in 
the Subscription Books Bulletin, Janu- 
ary, 1931. 

Of the loose-leaf atlases, new sheets 
giving the final figures of the 1930 
census plainly marked 1930 have been 
issued for the Hammond atlas. The old 
ones are headed “Latest Population Sta- 
tistics,” but are not 1930. The Cram 
company has announced the year’s cor- 
rection maps which were promised at 
the time of publication, and these have 
been received in libraries. 

Publication of a new atlas in a me- 
dium size and at a moderate price was 
announced by the Rand McNally com- 
pany for the summer of 1931 but owing 
to the pressure due to the necessity of a 
complete revision of some of the smaller 


atlases, this is still delayed. 
Rand McNally world atlas 
INTERNATIONAL EDITION, 144% x 
11%, $8.50. 

PREMIER EDITION, 14% x 11%, 

$4.75. 

READER’s EDITION, 103%, x 7%, 

$2.50. 

In the three editions of this atlas, all 
maps have a key date, are uniform in 
appearance and the type is very clear and 
legible. Final 1930 census figures are 
used throughout for the United States. 
Scale is always given. Relief is shown 
by hachuring and does not obscure the 
type. In some cases, it is not given where 
one might expect it, as for example Penn- 
sylvania and Virginia. Rivers, railroads, 
canals are easily traced. 

PREMIER EDITION. Following are 
some of the more important features: 
Gazetteer-index of the world giving 
map, page, index page, map key, form of 
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government or ruling power, capital, 
area, population, and population persquare 
mile; solar system, air line distances 
(world), comparative time table, air ex- 
press and air mail routes and distances for 
the United States, territorial growth of 
the United States, a railroad map, eco- 
nomic maps of the United States. There 
are various tables of counties, cities, 
physical features and the like. A new 
and valuable feature is the alphabetical 
index of the cities of the United States 
in addition to the list published with each 
state map. There is also an index to the 
cities of foreign countries, evidently very 
carefully prepared so as to give names 
both in vernacular and anglicized or old 
forms, while in the maps themselves the 
vernacular form is used. Another new 
and useful table is that of geographical 
names in occasional current use, though 
not the official designation. Examples 
are Acadia, Burgundy, Inland Empire. 
Pronunciation is not usually indicated. 

The general indexes of cities of the 
United States and foreign countries will 
make this and the International edition 
much more valuable than any of the 
other atlases listed. 

Recommended. 

INTERNATIONAL EDITION. This is 
exactly the same as the Premier edition 
with the addition of descriptive matter, 
colored pictures and some tables. The 
maps are exactly the same but the order 
of arrangement differs. 

Recommended for those who: wish 
the additional material. 

READER’s EDITION. This is about half 
the size of the other two. In many cases 
the maps are the same but take two pages 
instead of one. When the maps are thus 





printed across the double page, there is 
no inner margin, and therefore the vol- 
ume could be resewed only by hand. 
Fewer maps are given, and some of the 
tables are omitted as well as the alpha- 
betical index of the cities of the United 
States. The index by states is given and 
there is descriptive material for the prin- 
cipal countries. A convenient, well 
printed small atlas for desk use or for cir- 
culating; but the Premier edition would 
be more useful for other purposes. 

Modern atlas of the world. N. Y., 
C. S. Hammond & co., 1931. 1254x9% 
in. $3. 

This atlas includes, besides the usual 
maps, one of the Arctic and Antarctic 
regions, showing the routes of the dif- 
ferent explorers. There is also an airway 
map, and the economic and physical maps 
of the continents are especially good. 

A gazetteer index of the world gives 
area, population, and capitals of the 
various countries. There is an alphabeti- 
cal index of cities of foreign countries 
which gives the population. Names are 
in the vernacular with the old or angli- 
cized forms in curves. Where names 
are widely separated in their alphabetical 
order, both forms are given. Not nearly 
so many cities are listed as in the Rand 
McNally, but some names are included 
which were not found in the latter. 
There is no general index for the United 
States, but each state has a separate list. 
Final census figures are given. 

The foreign maps are in color. Those 
of the different states of this country are 
in white with county boundaries shown in 
a blue which is almost the same shade as 
that used for rivers, a plan that is some- 
times confusing. 
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Some maps show relief and some do 
not and there seems no uniform plan in 
regard to it. For example, Pennsylvania 
does not. The map of Switzerland is 
shown in relief but that of Austria is 
not. Some of the maps appear to have a 
key date but in others it is lacking. 

Recommended for supplementary 
purchase. 

Cram’s unrivaled atlas. George F. 
Cram Co., 608 South Dearborn Street, 
Chicago. c1931. Illus., maps. 38% 
em. $12.50. 

Complete series of detailed maps cov- 
ering the entire world; latest boundaries 
of all nations and their dependencies; 
individual maps of the Canadian prov- 
inces; maps of each state in the United 
States, displaying all counties in separate 
colors; all maps completely indexed, 
showing population figures according to 
the latest official census; series of histori- 
cal maps of the United States with 
chronological data; also historical maps 
of Europe and the world dating from 
3000 B. C. down to the present time; 
chronological story of the World War, 
with large scale maps; valuable statis- 
tical table; descriptive gazetteer of each 
state and foreign country; encyclopedia 
of physical, mathematical, historical, 
political and commercial geography. 

The maps vary in clearness. Many of 
the special maps are interesting and use- 
ful, such as maps showing steamship 
lines, transcontinental highway map of 
the United States, aeronautical and topo- 
graphical map of the United States, geo- 
logical map of the United States, bird’s- 
eye view of the Holy Land, the leading 
racial groups in Europe, and the histori- 
cal maps. These seventy-eight good his- 


torical maps constitute what is perhaps 
the most distinctive feature of this atlas. 
Two excellent maps of the West Front 
and the Austrian-Italian Front accom- 
pany the story of the War. 

Unfortunately there is no general 
index, and indexes are not found on the 
backs of the maps. Instead, one finds an 
index and a gazetteer arranged by states, 
provinces of Canada, and foreign coun- 
tries. Counties and towns are included, 
but no rivers and mountains. Places can- 
not be found unless the reader knows in 
what country or state they are located. 
A descriptive gazetteer gives condensed 
information about products, history, etc. 
There seems to be no uniformity of usage 
in the form of names. The maps of 
Central Europe and of Italy give Ven- 
ezia, Firenze, etc., while the index gives 
only Venice, Florence. The old forms, 
St. Petersburg and Christiana, were not 
found. 

1930 census figures are given in the 
index. 

Although post-war boundaries are in- 
cluded, all the maps are not equally up 
to date. For instance we find Buena 
Vista given as the county seat of Chaf- 
fee County, Colorado, although Salida 
has been the county seat since 1928. 

On page six the Green and the 
Grand are given as the tributaries of the 
Colorado River, but on page thirty-four 
the Grand is given as the Colorado River, 
its name since act of Congress, July, 
1921. We find no reference to Cobh, 
Ireland, which is listed by its old name, 
Queenstown. 

Maps appear to be undated. 

Not recommended for first purchase, 


(Continued on page 62) 
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Reviews 


American natural history 
This volume by William Temple 


Hornaday, has been included in the 
combination offer of Charles Scribner’s 
sons. See Stream of history in this issue. 
Bible story; ed. by Jennie Ellis Bur- 

dick. lv. 468 Fourth Ave., New 

York, The University society. c1925. 

$5. 

This volume opens with sixteen popu- 
lar Old Testament stories suitable for 
young children, only fairly well told, 
with no attempt at chronological order. 

The Old Testament follows in the 
words of the American standard edition 
of the revised Bible; twelve books are 
omitted, namely, Ecclesiastes, Song of 
Solomon, and ten prophetical books. 

Chapters and paragraphs non-essen- 
tial to the Bible narrative or unsuitable 
for young readers are omitted through- 
out. Whenever such omissions necessi- 
tate the insertion of a phrase or paragraph 
in the author’s own words, this is noted 
by brackets. There are numerous foot- 
notes, mostly very brief and sometimes 
superfluous. 


The New Testament section opens 
with sixteen stories of Jesus for young 
children. These are sentimental and 
“written down” and are also only fairly 
well told. 

The four Gospels follow in one nar- 
rative, in words of the American stand- 
ard edition of the revised Bible. “The 
Church of Jesus Christ,” the next part, 
gives the remaining books of the New 
Testament with the exception of seven. 
The treatment is similar to that of the 


Old Testament division. 

A section entitled “Home Services” 
follows. This comprises “Mother’s good 
night talks,” “Sacred songs,” and “Little 
home talks.” 

“Mother’s good night talks” are 
thirty-one little scripture talks by M. J. 
Baldwin, each based on a scripture pas- 
sage, and ending with a prayer and a 
reference to one of the songs given in 
the next section. They are commonplace, 
moralizing and sentimental. 

“Sacred songs” offers twenty-seven 
songs with words and music children like. 


“Little home talks,” by H. H. For- 
syth, comprises twenty talks based on 
scripture passages arranged attractively 
for children. The lessons are applied 
through the medium of everyday ex- 
periences and are without didacticism. 

There is a general index and an index 
of artists. There are five full-page color 
plates and a wealth of black and white 
illustrations: full-page, half-page and 
text cuts, reproduced from famous pic- 
tures. The general format is good. 

This volume is part of the Home uni- 
versity book shelf but is also sold sep- 
arately. 

Not at all essential for a library collec- 
tion because it is not a book for reference 
use, but mothers or Sunday school teach- 
ers may find it useful as a teaching guide. 

Not recommended. 

Business administration 

In 1924, the La Salle Extension Uni- 
versity replaced this course with one 
called Business management, reviewed in 
this issue. 
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Business management, investigated, 
organized and presented by the re- 
search, consultation and editorial 
staffs of La Salle Extension Univer- 
sity, especially acknowledging the ad- 
vice and cooperation of William R. 
Basset, Chairman of the Board, 
Miller Franklin Basset & co.; Henry 
S. Dennison, President of the Denni- 
son manufacturing co., and others. 
100 manuals bound in 48v. Chicago, 
La Salle Extension University. 1925. 
$50 less 25% to libraries. 

A practical reference guide, contain- 
ing an index, accompanies the set. 

These volumes are the basis of a cor- 
respondence course conducted by the La 
Salle Extension University. They were 
planned in 1924 to replace an older 
course called Business administration. 
There are one hundred different lessons 
grouped under the following general 
subjects: Principles of profitable manage- 
ment; Selling and sales management; 
Advertising and marketing; Principles 
of production; Financing a business; 
Credits and collections; Office organiza- 
tion and management; Managing men; 
Accounting and statistical control; De- 
veloping the executive mind; Business 
correspondence; Organization and re- 
organization; Legal problems. 

The problem method is used in each 
lesson. A set of basic principles govern- 
ing the subject under consideration is 
presented in a very concise form. There 
follows a series of questions which are 
designed to test the student’s ability to 
apply the principles. The third step is 
the presentation of the problem, based 
on the principles, which is to be worked 
out by the pupil and presented to the staff 


of the university for correction and com- 
ment. 

A set of working papers accompanies 
each lesson (these were not presented 
with the volumes for review) with the 
help of which the problem is presumably 
to be worked out. An instruction and 
consultation service, certain confidential 
reports, a monthly business bulletin and 
“Personal Efficiency” and “a monthly 
magazine of better business” are included 
in the complete training plan and service. 

Without the working papers and the 
service of the staff of the University, the 
course would be without meaning. There 
are no references given to text books or 
supplementary reading. Information in 
any given lesson, while concentrated and 
basic, is limited in scope and applies di- 
rectly to the problem under consideration. 

Adapted to individual rather than 
library use; mot recommended. 
Children’s library. 21v. Garden City, 

N. Y., Doubleday, Doran & co. 

1928. c1907-onward. $39.50; Spe- 

cial price to libraries, $29.50. 

This collection was formerly the old 
Every child should know series edited 
by Hamilton Wright Mabie and sold as 
separate volumes in a trade edition. It 
includes collections of poetry, fairy 
tales, legends, essays, etc. as well as in- 
formative matter about animals, birds, 
flowers, earth and sky, and books about 
pictures, music and song. 

There are new title. pages and col- 
ored frontispieces, but the type has not 
been reset and in many of the books it 
is small and unsatisfactory. The paper 
is cheap and poor. The volumes vary 
in value. Certain ones have long served 
a useful purpose, but now have been 
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largely superseded by more attractive 
books. The format is old fashioned. 
There are few pictures compared with 
other and more recent books, a draw- 
back in books on trees, animals, flowers 
and birds. When pictures are included, 
they are from photographs, but six or 
seven pictures to a volume are inadequate 
to illustrate books of natural history. 

We recommend that volumes needed 
be bought separately in trade editions. 
We do not recommend the set for pur- 
chase. 
Commerce-transportation travel book 

and trade developer, with which is 
incorporated the Hotel book. Pub- 
lished January 1, 1931, 1802 North 
Charles Street, Baltimore, Md., by 
Corporation Security co., inc., Fiscal 
agents for the International transpor- 
tation association, inc., in process of 
merger with the International Cham- 
ber of Commerce, inc., organizing 
under a Maryland charter. Price to 
non-members, $10 a copy; to mem- 
bers of the American Trade Council, 
inc., $5. 

This Travel book, formerly pub- 
lished by the International Transporta- 
tion Association, represents the consoli- 
dation of the American travel and hotel 
directory, Henry Sweetsson’s Hotel 
book, Transportation international, Otto 
Baedeker’s International trade developer, 
the Hotel manual, Warehouse manual, 
Hotel supplies catalogue, Feeding and 
housing manual, Railroad and steam- 
ships guidebook, Motor bus and truck 
manual, Bankers manual, Travelers 
companion handbook, Civic clubs and 
tourist bureaus directory and market 
place of the world buyers? guide, and 


will continue the “features” that were 


included in these various reference books. 
The general information included 

has not been kept sufficiently up-to-date, 

but a note on the title-page informs the 
reader that the Chamber of Commerce 
will undertake a complete revision in the 
near future. The Council proposes to 
publish from time to time sections of its 
yearbook primarily designed for private 
distribution, bound in manual form. 

Particulars regarding this may be se- 

cured upon application. 

The yearbook contains information 
about all countries and towns, including 
population, altitude, location, and a list 
and description of hotels. It lists also 
hotel chains, hotel supplies, the world’s 
railroads, steamship lines, air routes, bus 
truck lines, consular service, civic organ- 
izations, travel bureaus, warehouses of 
the world, banks of the world, traffic 
glossary, etc. Its most useful feature is 
its list of European hotels, and it is 
valuable also for ascertaining distances 
between towns and places of interest. 

Recommended. 

Complete pronouncing gazetteer or 
geographical dictionary of the 
world; ed. by Angelo Heilprin and 
Louis Heilprin; with a conspectus of 
the fifteenth census of the United 
States; containing the most recent and 
authentic information respecting the 
countries, cities, towns, resorts, islands, 
rivers, mountains, seas, lakes, etc. in 
every portion of the globe. lv. Phila- 
delphia, J. B. Lippincott co., 1931. 
c1905, 1911, 1922, 1931. $12. 
This is essentially a re-issue of a fa- 

miliar standard work in which the only 

change from the 1905 and subsequent 


so 





A listing in this Bulletin does not constitute a recommendation 





56 SuBscrIPTION Books BULLETIN 





editions is in the conspectus of the 1930 
census at the end of the volume. It will 
therefore disappoint librarians who are 
looking for recent information on the 
polar regions, or for data affected by the 
World War, to name two important ex- 
amples. The claim of “recent” infor- 
mation made in the subtitle has simply 
been carried over from earlier title-pages 
and is misleading. The publishers’ cir- 
cular announcing the new printing states 
that the text remains unchanged. 

Most of the material is still valuable, 
and there is no later work, equally full, 
which covers the same field; but it must 
be used with care because of the true date. 

Recommended for libraries and ref- 
erence departments not owning the 1905 
or subsequent editions, and requiring a 
world gazetteer. 

Not recommended for libraries own- 
ing the 1905 or later editions, except as 
a replacement. 

Copeland’s treasury for book lovers 

For information about this set see 
Stream of history, in this issue. 
History of nations; ed. by Henry Ca- 

bot Lodge. 25v. New York, P. F. 

Collier and son, c1906-13. plates, 

ports., maps. $89. 

The publishers have not submitted the 
latest edition to us; hut we have had 
many inquiries, and in order to answer 
them we are publishing a review of the 
older printing. 

Looking through the file of copyright 
entries we find an entry in 1920 for vol- 
ume 26, “The Nations and the Great 
War,” compiled by F. J. Reynolds and 
A. L. Churchill. In the 1929 copyright 
entries there is listed an edition in 25 
volumes on which copyright is claimed 


for additional matter, but the Committee 
has not seen this edition. The contents 
of the 1906-13 printing are as follows: 
v. 1, Ancient empires of the East, by 
A. H. Sayce; v. 2, Greece, by C. W. C. 
Oman; v.3, Rome, by ‘Theodore 
Mommsen; v. 4, Italy, by J. H. Cabot; 
v. 5, India, by Sir W. W. Hunter; v. 6, 
China, by Sir R. K. Douglas; v. 7, 
Japan, from the Japanese government 
history; v. 8, Spain and Portugal, ed. 
from standard authorities, by G. M. 
Adam; v. 9, France, by Emile de Bonne- 
chose;.¥v-10, French revolution, by 
F. A. A. Mignet; v. 11, England, by 
S. R. Gardiner; v. 12, Ireland, by P. W. 
Joyce; v. 13, Holland and Belgium, ed. 
by W. H. Claflin; Switzerland, by 
Charles Dandliker; v. 14, Turkey, by 
Sir E. S. Creasy; v. 15, Russia, by W. E. 
Morfill; Poland, by C. E. Fryer; v. 16, 
Norway, Sweden and Denmark, by E. C. 
Otte; Polar research by G. T. Surface; 
v. 17, Austria-Hungary, based on the 
work of P. L. Legar, by W. E. Lingel- 
bach; v. 18, Germany, by Bayard Tay- 
lor; v. 19, Africa, by J. S. Keltie; v. 20, 
Colonies of the world, by E. J. Payne; 
v 21, South America, by A. J. Deberle; 
v.22, Mexico, Central America and 
West Indies, by Brantz Mayer; v. 23- 
24, United States, by J. W. Garner and 
H. C. Lodge; v. 25, General index. 


These old and standard histories were 
gathered together into a set in 1906. 
Many of the authors have been well liked 
and their works can be used as supple- 
mentary high school reading; though 
some are no longer popular. Later 
material is needed upon all these sub- 
jects and the demand is felt for the newer 
historical method. 
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This set of histories was well edited, 
the volumes are well made and the index 
volume is useful. The editors concluded 
their work with the chronicling of events 
to October, 1905, and all additions there- 
after, bringing the histories to date, have 
been supplied by the publishers. The set 
is now being sold with an annual revision 
service for ten years. A service offering 
supplementary pages cannot take the 
place of newer histories written in the 
light of later discoveries. For instance, 
Oman’s History of Greece (volume two 
of this set) was written before the arche- 
ological discoveries of the last twenty 
years which have changed the entire 
concept of Greek history. 

We do not recommend this in view of 
the many interesting and readable his- 
tories written since these volumes were 
published. For reference work, of course, 
we would recommend the New Larned 
history for ready reference, which was 
reviewed in the July, 1930, issue of the 
Subscription Books Bulletin. 

Hotel book. 

See Commerce-transportation travel 
book and trade developer reviewed in 
this issue. 

Lippincott’s complete pronouncing 
gazetteer 

See Complete pronouncing gazetteer. 
New universal encyclopedia, a new 

work of reference based upon the best 

authorities and systematically arranged 
for use in home and school; Editorial 
board: Elmer Ellsworth Brown, 

Arthur E. Bostwick, Gerald Van 

Casteel, George J. Hagar, Marcus 

Benjamin. 10v. with binder for sup- 

plements. 251 West 42nd St., New 

York, Foster, Temin and Oliver. 


1930 revised edition. c1895-1930. 
illus., partly colored plates, ports., 
maps. $39.50 including ten years’ 
Pictorial loose-leaf extension service 
and aset of Joseph Conrad or Rudyard 
Kipling. 

The extension service is to be issued 
semiannually, and for each issue a coupon 
with twenty cents must be mailed to the 
New Universal Encyclopedia company, 
38-40 Clinton Street, Newark, New 
Jersey. This committee has not seen 
these extension numbers. 

Sold by the New England Guild, 
Distributing Corporation, 38-40 Clin- 
ton Street, Newark, New Jersey. 

Arthur E. Bostwick’s name appears 
on the title page but he has had no con- 
nection with this edition and has pro- 
tested against the use of his name. He 
was one of the editors of Appleton’s 
New practical encyclopedia, 1910. Fos- 
ter, Temin and Oliver leased the Ap- 
pleton plates and are using them with 
some revisions. To test the extent of 
this revision, we compared the section 
“Ton” to “Z” with Appleton’s New 
practical encyclopedia, 1910. We find 
the same plates might have been used, 
with negligible changes, bringing the in- 
formation up to about 1918. The ma- 
jority of the articles remain unaltered. 
A new paragraph has been written for 
the beginning of the article on the United 
States, and a few minor changes have 
been made in the body of it. An entire 
page has been inserted at the end to 
cover Wilson’s administration. The 
article ends before his death. 

Examining for up-to-dateness we find 
no mention of the deaths of Cleveland 
Abbe, 1916; Edwin Abbott Abbott, 
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1926; Lyman Abbott, 1922; Baring- 
Gould, 1924. The articles on Africa 
came up to 1907, those on Alaska and the 
Argentine up to 1911, but that on Bel- 
gium up to 1918. We noticed that in- 
formation covering the World War has 
been added in various places; for 
Amundsen no information later than 
1911 has been included. The following 
are a few of the many omissions in biog- 
raphy: General Allenby, Sherwood An- 
derson, Margaret Anglin, Lady Astor, 
Roger Babson, Liberty Hyde Bailey, Ray 
Stannard Baker, Granville Barker, Max 
Beerbohm, William Beebe, A. J. Bev- 
eridge. Such subjects as bakelite, behavi- 
orism, and bauxite are omitted. 

Printed from very small type on poor 
quality paper. The small drawings in 
the columns are badly blurred. The illus- 
trations are neither attractive nor ade- 
quate. 

Not recommended. 

Original narratives of early Ameri- 
can history, reproduced under the 
auspices of the American Historical 
Association; ed. by J. Franklin Jame- 
son. 19v. N.Y. Scribner, c1906-1917. 
$50. 

From the editor’s general preface— 
“At its annual meeting in December, 
1902, the American Historical Associa- 
tion approved and adopted the plan of 
the present series. . . . The purpose of the 
series was to provide individual readers 
of history, and the libraries of schools 
and colleges, with a comprehensive and 
well-rounded collection of those classical 
narratives on which the early history of 
the United States is founded, or of those 
narratives which, if not precisely classi- 
cal, hold the most important place as 


sources of American history anterior to 
1700.” J. Franklin Jameson, then Di- 
rector of the Department of Historical 
Research at the Carnegie Institution, 
was chosen as the general editor. The 
individual volumes were published at 
intervals from 1906 to 1917 and sold 
through the trade at $4 a volume. Two 
years ago the publishers prepared this 
subscription edition, using a more attrac- 
tive and more durable binding of dark 
blue buckram, and fixed the price at 
$50 for the set. Any number of indi- 
vidual volumes may still be purchased 
in the original edition. 

The volumes are not numbered and 
there is no particular scheme of arrange- 
ment, as the dates overlap. The material 
of these narratives consists of letters, 
reports to governments and other official 
documents, journals, extracts from 
writings, and, in some cases, of entire 
books reprinted. The titles of the vol- 
umes and a brief summary of their con- 
tents follows: 

NARRATIVES OF EARty VIRGINIA 
(1606-1625); ed. by Lyon Gardiner 
Tyler, President Emeritus of the Col- 
lege of William and Mary, with a map 
and two facsimiles. Contents (in detail, 
to show the character of the composite 
volumes): Observations by Marster 
George Percy, 1607; A True Relation, 
by Captain John Smith, 1608; Smith’s 
Description of Virginia and Proceedings 
of the Colonie; The Relation of the 
Lord De-La-Ware, 1611; Letter of 
Don Diego De Molina, 1613; Letter of 
Father Pierre Biard, 1614; Letter of 
John Rolfe, 1614; Proceedings of the 
Virginia Assembly, 1619; Letter of 
John Pory (Secretary of State of Col- 





~ 


A listing in this Bulletin does not constitute a recommendation 








ire 
ol- 


n= 


ler 
]- 


gs 
5 








Ocroser, 1931 59 





ony), 1619; Generall Historie of Vir- 
ginia, by Captain John Smith, 1624; 
The Virginia Planters’ Answer to Cap- 
tain Butler, 1623; The Tragical Rela- 
tion of the Virginia Assembly, 1624; 
the Discourse of the Old Company, 
1625. 

BraprForp’s History oF PLyMouTH 
PrantaTion (1606-1646). 

WInTHROP’s JouRNAL (1630-49), 
2v. 

NARRATIVES OF EARLy CAROLINA 
(1650-1708) 17 reprints of pamphlets, 
letters and journals. 

NARRATIVES OF EaRty MaryLanp 
(1633-1684). 16 translations and re- 
prints of contemporary accounts. 

NARRATIVES OF EARty PENNSsYL- 
vANiIA, West NEw JEeRsEY AND DELa- 
waRE (1630-1707). 21 first-hand ac- 
counts, 

NARRATIVES OF NEw NETHERLAND 
(1609-1664). Includes the description 
of the town of Mannadens (Manhat- 
tan), 1661, never before published. 

Earty ENGLIsH AND FRENCH Voy- 
AGES (chiefly from Hakluyt), (1534- 
1608). 

VoyacEs oF SAMUEL De CHam- 
PLAIN (1604-1618), from his journals. 

SPANISH EXPLORERS IN THE SOUTH- 
ERN Unirep States (1528-1543). 

SPANISH EXPLORATIONS IN THE 
SouTHwEst (1542-1706). 

These narratives have (with one or 
two exceptions ) never before appeared in 
English, being new translations by the 
editor, in some cases of manuscripts dis- 
covered by him (Herbert E. Bolton, 
Professor of American History, Univer- 
sity of California). 

NARRATIVES OF THE INSURRECTION 


(1675-1690) Bacon’s Rebellion, Albe- 
marle County Rebellion of 1677, and 
Revolution of 1689 in Massachusetts. 

NARRATIVES OF THE INDIAN Wars 
(1675-1699). 

JouNson’s WONDER-WORKING 
ProvipENCE (1628-1651). “The first 
published history of New England and 
the most important work brought out 
before Cotton Mather’s ‘Magnalia’. 
First published in 1654, it antedated by 
more than a century the appearance of 
both Winthrop’s Journal and Brad ford’s 
History of Plymouth Plantation.” 

JouRNAL OF JAsPER DANCRAERTS 
(1679-1684). 

Earvy NarRATIVEs OF THE NorTH- 
west (1634-1699). 

NARRATIVES OF THE WITCHCRAFT 
Cases (1648-1706).—“Not a few of 
the narratives here reported have grown 
costly or even unprocurable; one is here 
for the first time published—Cotton 
Mather’s ‘A Brand Pluck’d out of the 
Burning.’ ” 

THE NorTHMEN, COLUMBUS AND 
CazorT. Annals, journals, letters and 
documents. 

The few illustrations consist mostly 
of reproductions of early maps and docu- 
ments. The volumes are octavo in size, 
well bound and well printed, on good 
paper. The set as a whole and individual 
volumes have been favorably reviewed 
by prominent historians. It forms a com- 
panion set to Reuben Gold Thwaite’s 
Early western travels, 33 volumes pub- 
lished by Arthur H. Clark company. The 
price is very reasonable. 

Recommended for public, college and 
school libraries where American history 
is stressed. 
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Progress of nations, the story of the 
world and its peoples from the dawn 
of history to the present day. Chroni- 
cled with the assistance of eminent 
historians from leading universities 
and colleges and published in the in- 
terests of the Disabled American Vet- 
erans of the World War and of a pa- 
triotic and intelligent Americanism. 
10v. and index. Chicago, Department 
of Rehabilitation, Disabled American 
Veterans of the World War. c1930. 
Iilus., maps, plans, charts. Keratol 
$79.50; artcraft $99.80; de luxe, 
full leather, $159.50. 

This political, social, and literary his- 
tory is designed especially for distribu- 
tion in the United States. It was first is- 
sued under its present title in 1912 in 
9 volumes. The volume of charts and 
graphs was dropped and two more vol- 
umes were added to bring the set up to 
date. The publishers plan to issue year- 
books or biennial volumes. 

Roughly, the various volumes cover 
the history of the world as follows: v. 1, 
Ancient history, Egypt, China, India, 
Nations of the Tigris-Euphrates region, 
Hebrew nation, Phoenicia, Greece; v. 2, 
Rome, Teutonic nations, Christianity, 
Mohammedanism, Roman Empire in 
the East, Empire of Charlemagne; v. 3, 
Middle Ages, England, Holy Roman 
Empire, Medievalism, Crusades, France, 
Renaissance, Reformation; v. 4, France, 
England, Germany, Italy, Spain, Neth- 
erlands, Rise of modern empires; v. 5, 
France, England, National and demo- 
cratic Europe, China and Japan, Latin 
America; v. 6, United States; v. 7, 
United States; v. 8, United States; v. 9, 
Contemporary history, including World 


War; v. 10, Contemporary history, 
since the World War. 

The style is simple and at no time in- 
volves the reader in lengthy discussions. 
Obviously designed for popular con- 
sumption, the reader expects and receives 
no very searching analyses of the prob- 
lems involved. It is entirely narrative in 
form, even the literary and social sec- 
tions avoid critical or analytical com- 
ment. The first five volumes are fairly 
evenly divided in ratio of importance of 
the country to world history but to give 
three separate volumes of the first eight 
to United States history is out of all pro- 
portion. The last two volumes of con- 
temporary history are similarly unbal- 
anced, e. g. 44 pages given to the inter- 
vention of the United States in the 
World War is not justified in a single 
volume which covers the first twenty 
years of the century. 

The chapters are conveniently divided 
into subheads which are not too long, 
thus tending to keep up the interest of the 
reader. Large type, widely spaced lines, 
and thick paper leave the impression of 
padding while each volume averages 35 
pages of introductory matter, which list 
contents and illustrations in great detail. 
Such elaborate contents are unnecessary 
with a 300 page index which is most 
complete. Questions designed to test the 
reader’s knowledge of what has been 
read accompany each chapter. Biblio- 
graphical references are listed at the end 
of each chapter. These are for the most 
part carefully selected. Wherever feasi- 
ble, chronological summaries are given. 

The set abounds in hal f-tone illustra- 
tions and line engravings. These are 
generally clear and serve well to illus- 
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trate the text. Some simple maps accom- 
pany the text while a few charts and col- 
ored plates lend color and variety to the 
whole. 


Altogether there is nothing to criticize 
adversely beyond the padding and un- 
even proportions of the work, except the 
price. The average reader would not be 
justified in purchasing it even in the 
cheapest binding at the price asked. A 
collection of standard individual his- 
tories of variety and authority could be 
purchased for less money and would give 
greater value than a set like this. 

Not recommended. 


Stream of history, by Geoffrey Par- 
sons. 4v. N. Y., Charles Scribner’s 
sons, 1930. 1928-29. illus. (partly 
colored). 

We have had inquiries from a number 
of librarians who have been approached 
by agents offering for $48, one year’s 
subscription to Scribner’s Magazine in 
combination with the following: Par- 
sons’ Stream of history, 4v.; Copeland’s 
Treasury, 5v.; Galsworthy’s Works, 
Compact edition, 6v.; Hornaday’s 
American natural history, lv. 

We wrote to the publishers asking to 
have these sets for examination and re- 
view. For the enlightenment of our 
readers we quote their reply: 


“We have your letter in which you re- 
quest that we send for review certain 
sets that we are offering with Scribner’s 
Magazine. Evidently you have not been 
advised that these are not really subscrip- 
tion sets, although sold through subscrip- 
tion methods. 


“We have been greatly interested in 
the Subscription Books Bulletin and read 


with interest each issue, and we can as- 
sure you that these small sets have no 
bearing on the subscription sets that have 
been reviewed. 

“We are glad to fill orders from li- 
brarians who can appreciate the value of 
the special offer we are making, but the 
combination of these various sets is not 
for the library, which in the majority of 
cases probably has the Copeland Reader, 
the one volume of Stream of history, and 
many of the Galsworthy volumes. This 
combination set is published for the home. 

“You write that you are having many 
requests from libraries for information. 
Would it not be well to explain that the 
four volume Stream of history contains 
practically the same material as in the 
one volume edition, but is very fully 
illustrated? It would seem as if librari- 
ans could decide whether the illustrations 
were worth the extra cost. 

“The same is true of the Copeland 
Treasury. There is, to be sure, some 
additional matter, and many illustrations, 
but the bulk of the text is contained in 
the Copeland Reader which can be 
bought for $10. 

“The compact Galsworthy speaks for 
itself. In addition to the Forsyte saga, 
The modern comedy, The caravan, The 
plays in one volume, there are six novels, 
issued in two volumes, and these volumes 
are not sold separately.” 

Librarians desire to choose the Gals- 
worthy titles most needed in their col- 
lections; and they have been able to pur- 
chase the Stream of history in the trade 
edition for $5, the Copeland Reader for 
$7 (Students’ ed., 2v.) or $10 (trade ed., 
lv.) and the American natural history 
for $5. It would be an extravagance for 
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any library to accept the combination 
offer. 

We recommend the trade editions of 
these books for library use. 


New Atlases 
(Continued from page 52) 
because of the lack of a general index 
and because of the lack of uniformity 

of usage in regard to foreign names. 

New census atlas of the world, Com- 
plete 1930 census. Ed. by Frederick K. 
Branom, 535 Lakeshore Drive, Chicago, 
Reilly and Lee, c1931. 256 p., maps, 
illus. 38cm. $3.50. 

This atlas contains eighty pages of 
descriptive text and eighty pages of maps, 
sixteen of which have an index printed on 
the back. 

The descriptive text is similar to that 
found in geographies. It includes topog- 
raphy, industries and products, history, 
government and institutions of the va- 
rious states and countries. Other things 
are included such as a small glossary of 
geographical terms, and a list of the pres- 
idents of the United States. There are 
not so many maps included as one expects 
in an atlas of this size. No elevations are 
given on the maps; and although the 
descriptive text about Colorado includes 
the elevation of a few high peaks, the 
subject is inadequately treated. 

The weakest feature of the atlas is its 
indexing. European and Asiatic maps 
have a “gazetteer” on the back. This 
“oazetteer” is only an index of the map, 
giving the location and population of 
cities and towns. The 1930 federal 
census, covering seventy pages in the back 
of the volume, serves as an index to the 
cities and towns of the United States. 


Apparently preliminary census figures 
have been used, as a comparison with the 
bound volume of population statistics 
shows discrepancies in very many cases. 
The index of the states is followed by a 
gazetteer of Canadian provinces. We 
could find no index to Africa. By this 
method cf indexing no town can be 
found unless the reader knows in what 
state or country it is. There is no index 
to rivers, mountains, and other geograph- 
ical features. The table of contents lists 
first the descriptive matter and then the 
maps, an awkward arrangement. 

In spite of its reasonable price, this 
atlas is mot recommended, because of its 
inadequate system of indexing and be- 
cause of the inaccuracies in the census 
figures. 

This survey of new American atlases 
convinces us that they are still behind 
European atlases in execution and gen- 
eral attractiveness of the maps. 

Every librarian will do well to read 
Miss Mudge’s statement on atlases to- 
gether with her general directions for 
their examination in the Fifth edition 
of her Guide to reference books. 





UTHORITY is given to reprint any re- 
view in full, but not to quote any 
review in part except with the permission 
of the American Library Association. No 
pronouncements made in this Bulletin can 
be considered official pronouncements of 
the American Library Association, Off- 
cial pronouncements are made so only by 
formal vote of the Executive Board, 
Council, or membership of the associ- 
ation. Obviously no such action has been 
secured or sought in matters pertaining to 
the evaluation of subscription books. No 
opinion expressed herein can therefore be 
cited as “an official endorsement” of the 
American Library Association. 
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